
Round Up Goodies!

NEWS
In Brief

* Variety Show auditions will be held Friday, Oct. 11 at 3:15 in the band room.

* Homecoming Dance tickets are on sale at the student store. The cost is $65 with 
ASB card, $70 without ASB card. The dance will be at the Globe Theatre located 
at 740 S. Broadway, Los Angeles on Saturday, Nov. 2 from 6:30 p.m. til 10:30 p.m.
Every attendee needs a yellow Parent Agreement Form in order to buy a ticket.

* Glendale Community College Dual Enrollment courses are available to all high 
school students’ grades 10-12. Dual Enrollment is an early college enrollment op-
portunity to take a college class on your high school campus and earn high school 
and college credits. ALL classes are FREE. If you are interested in signing up for 
college courses, please see your counselor or visit glendale.edu/GUSD for more 
information.

* The yearbook staff reminds seniors to make their senior portrait appointment at 
the Whites Studios web site, whites-studios.com. To purchase a yearbook, you can 
go to the GHS student store or visit yearbookforever.com to order it online. This 
web site give students the opportunity to customize their yearbook by purchasing 
accessories, including a plastic cover, signing pages, year-in review mini-maga-
zine, and a name plate with your name on the cover of your yearbook.

* AP Students: The deadline to order AP exams is Friday, Oct. 25. It is very import-
ant for you to place orders and submit all required forms way before this deadline to 
ensure timely processing of all forms and payments. Routinely check the Glendale 
High School website and Twitter account @GlenDynamiters for updates on every-
thing AP. E-mail Dr. Akhverdyan at aakhverdyan@gusd.net with questions. 

* There are two new clubs on campus. The Pride Club will meet on Friday, Oct. 
27 at lunch in room 2129. If you are part of the LGBTQ+ community, an ally, or 
just want to learn more, then please come by. See Dr. Taylor in room 2128 for more 
information. 
The We Club is also a new club on campus. Find out what WE can do to make a 
difference. The first meeting is tomorrow at lunch in room 2329. 

* The Nitro Way drawings are back. Place your tickets in the bins in the admin 
office for Starbucks and Macy’s gift cards and In-N-Out delivered to you at GHS. 
The drawings are every Friday. The Nitro Way promotes positive behavior by ask-
ing all students to be respectful, engaged and dedicated. So gather your tickets and 
represent GHS in a positive way. 
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Glendale High instrumental music instructor Amy Rangel was one of the 
music teachers recognized by Kelly Clarkson during the premiere week of 
Clarkson’s new TV talk show.

 Adopt A Family Club- Quesadillas 
 Armenian Club- Lahmajune
Art Club- Cake pops clay pins 
ASB- Just Dance and Guitar Hero
Band Club- Hot dogs and serenade
Best buddies- French fries
Book Club- Jail
Children’s Hospital L.A.- Fruits with tajin
Cinema Club- Digital photos
E-sports Club- Cookies and cupcakes
FCA- Pasta
FDA- Ice cream
FIDM Fashion- Scrunchies and stickers
Filipino Club- Popcorn chicken
GMG Club- Milkshakes
Hunger Heroes- Oreo pudding
JSA- Chips and condiments
Key Club- Waffles
Kindness Club- Elotes
Make A Wish- Grilled cheese
Mesa Club- Rice balls
National Honor Society- Cup pong
Physics Club- Cup noodles

Save The Seas- Snow cones
Spanish Club- Aguas frescas 
STAR Club- Chips with cheese 
Tutoring Club- Gummy worms/Oreos
UNICEF- Popsicles
WE Club- Mango lassi
International Dance- Crepes
Drill Team- Tpumps
Soccer (girls)- Tropical drinks
Choir- Esquites
Marching Band- Spam musubi 
Orchestra- Iced tea
Color Guard- Jello shots
Cheer- Polaroids
Golf- Popcorn
Freshman Class- Krispy Kreme
Sophomore Class- Hennas, face paint
Junior Class- Mac and cheese
Senior Class- Water and pizza
Water Polo (girls)- Root beer floats
Softball- Strawberries w/choc, churros
Tennis (girls)- Pizza rolls
Lacrosse (girls)- Decorating pumpkins

Round Up is TONIGHT at 6 p.m.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
During the summer the marching band truck got a custom paint job.

Band truck gets makeover
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Lane Barchan

Lane Barchan was hired as the new 
Physical Education teacher and assis-
tant football coach. 

He has been working in the Glen-
dale Unified School District for three 
years.

He attended Citrus Community 
College in Azusa and California State 
University, Dominguez Hills

He earned his AA from Citrus and  
a  Bachelor of Science degree in Kine-

Lane Barchan,  Physical Education
siology and his teaching credential from 
CSU Dominguez Hills.

During his high school years, he 
participated on the baseball and football 
teams.

When asked why he chose to work at 
Glendale High School, he said, “Glendale 
High School chose me.”

Mayra Gonzalez

This is Mayra Gonzalez’s first year 
as a professional school counselor.

She graduated from UC Berkeley 
and California State University, Long 
Beach. She earned a degree in ethnic 
studies at Berkeley and a M.S. in coun-
seling and PPS credential at Long Beach 
State.

“In high school I was really involved 
with a community based environmental 
justice organization. I helped to run our 
club at school and also got to be a paid 

Mayra Gonzalez, Counselor
intern with them for two years. I learned 
about issues impacting my community and 
got to practice leadership skills by doing a 
lot of public speaking.”

She said she chose Glendale High 
School to work at because “one of my best 
friends is a GHS alum and he had a won-
derful high school experience. I went to 
a very big high school in South Gate, so I 
wanted to be a part of school that served a 
large and diverse student population. I am 
also very interested in restorative practices 

so I am excited that we are doing some of 
that here at GHS.”

“Students and staff at GHS have been 
so welcoming and kind to me. I really ap-
preciate it. I feel excited to help all of our 
seniors apply to college and plan for their 
future. We have a lot of students joining 
our college info remind class (if you hav-
en’t added the class come ask me about it). 
Overall, I love the willingness of all staff to 
help support students and I look forward to 
contributing to this dynamic team.”

Diana Hill

Diana Hill is the new data clerk at 
GHS. Her desk is outside the principal’s 
office in the 1000 building. 

She replaces Sandy Mendo-
za-Mungia, who tragically passed away 
last spring.

Hill graduated from Azusa Pacific 
University where she earned a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Educational and Clinical 
Counseling. 

In March she will have been work-

Diana Hill, Data Clerk
ing in the Glendale Unified School District 
for 10 years.

Back when she was a high school stu-
dent she participated in dance (Modern 
Dance). 

When asked why she choose to work 
at Glendale High School she said, “it was a 
great opportunity to work at a school site, 
especially a high school.” 

She is enjoying her time at GHS. She 
said, “Admin/staff at GHS are welcoming, 

friendly, funny and down to earth.”

Sona Postajian

Former Glendale High School stu-
dent Sona Postajian returns to GHS as 
a new teacher. She is teaching 9th and 
10th grade English. 

She earned her Bachelor’s degree 
at UCLA and Master’s at USC. Her 
Bachelor’s is in English Literature and 
her Master’s is in Teaching.

When she was in high school she 
was a varsity member of the Dance/
Drill Team and also a Link Crew Leader

Sona Postajian, English
“I started working at GHS as a tutor 

right after I graduated from high school in 
2011 until 2014, then returned as a substi-
tute teacher in 2016 until I was hired full 
time.”

“Since deciding to pursue a career as 
a teacher, I knew I wanted to return to my 
alma mater. The teachers and community 
at this school helped shape me and I’m 
grateful to have an opportunity to do the 
same for current and future students.” She 

continued, “There are so many things that 
make Glendale High School great. The stu-
dents are funny and creative, and the staff 
are welcoming and friendly. I have been 
offered so much support from teachers 
and administrators since I began teaching 
here.”  

Michael Watter

Michael Watter is teaching Inte-
grated Math II at GHS.

He graduated from Ithaca College 
in New York and UCLA.

He earned his Bachelor’s Degree 
in Cinema & Photography (Ithaca) and 
his Master’s in Social Justice Education 
(UCLA).

When he was in high school he 
played on his school’s football team and 
was also involved in the student govern-

Michael Watter, Math
ment. This is his eighth year teaching.

Why come to Glendale High School? 
“Ever since I moved to Los Angeles in 
2006, I have always been a fan of the city 
of Glendale. Also, I welcome the opportu-
nity to work in a school with so much his-
tory and success.”

What he has seen at GHS is that “ev-
eryone has been extremely welcoming, 
supportive, and determined. Additionally, 
across the board, everyone has a strong 

motivation for success, and it is truly in-
spiring.”

Nitros welcome new staff members:
3 teachers, 1 counselor, 1 classified staff
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The Staff believes it is our duty to report campus news, to inform students of affairs in the surrounding community and world, to explore issues, and to offer 

constructive criticism where necessary. By-lined articles reflect the views of the writer, while editorials reflect the majority opinion of the editorial board.
Explosion welcomes letters to the editor. Letters must be signed and in good taste. We reserve the right to edit for space or clarity.
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dale Unified School District. 
Explosion, in its 104th year of production, is published six times during the school year by the production journalism staff of Glendale High School, 1440 
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Staff Editorial by Natalie Rosales

It’s time for newer desks

On August 20, shortly after the re-
lease of the latest Spider-Man movie, 
“Spider-Man: Far From Home,” Sony (the 
license owners of Spider-Man) decided 
to pull their license from Disney because 
Disney wanted 50/50 of the profits made 
from the Spider-Man films instead of the 
previous 5/95. 

Sony did not agree with this deal, 
therefore removing the license from Dis-
ney and the MCU, which is the universe 
in which the Avengers movies take place 
in and other spin-offs like Black Panther, 
Ant-Man, Iron Man, Captain America, and 
used to include Spider-Man. 

Since the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
is made and paid for by Disney, as of right 
now, Spider-Man will be written out of the 
MCU. After fans around the world found 
out about this, there was a public outrage. 
People took to all sorts of social media to 
express their anger towards the decision. 

There were people on Disney’s side 
and people on Sony’s side. “Spider-Man: 
Far From Home” became Sony’s highest 
grossing film of all time and that made 
Disney want more money out of the films 
instead of just 5%. To some, that is reason-
able but to others, that is Disney just being 
greedy. 

To be perfectly clear, as of right now, 
we won’t be seeing Spidey beating the bad 
guys with the Avengers any time soon. 
Some have inferred that Spider-Man mov-
ies will continue, but in the Sony Cinemat-
ic Universe where Sony’s other Marvel 
movie, Venom, takes place. Tom Holland, 
the actor that plays the legendary superhe-
ro Peter Parker/Spider-Man has spoken out 
about the unfortunate conclusion. 

Entertainment Weekly caught up 
with Tom Holland and this is what he had 
to say, “Basically, we’ve made five great 
movies․ It’s been five amazing years. I’ve 
had the time of my life. Who knows what 
the future holds? But all I know is that I’m 
going to continue playing Spider-Man and 
having the time of my life. It’s going to be 
so fun, however we choose to do it. 

“The future for Spider-Man will be 
different, but it will be equally as awesome 
and amazing, and we’ll find new ways to 
make it even cooler.” It is safe to say Hol-
land is still optimistic about Spider-Man 
and the character’s future.

Kevin Feige, the president of Marvel 
also spoke out about the deal saying, “I’m 
feeling about Spider-Man gratitude and 
joy. We got to make five films within the 
MCU with Spider-Man: two standalone 
films and three with the Avengers. It was 
a dream that I never thought would hap-
pen. It was never meant to last forever. We 
knew there was a finite amount of time that 
we’d be able to do this, and we told the 
story we wanted to tell, and I’ll always be 
thankful for that.”

Although it seems over, some fans 
hope and think that eventually Sony and 
Disney can come to an agreement on a 
deal, and bring fan favorite Spider-Man 
back to the Marvel Cinematic Universe. 

In my opinion I think this is really un-
fortunate because the fans don’t get what 
they want just because these corporations 
only care about money and not about mak-
ing a good product for their very loyal fans. 

UPDATE: Good News! As of Septem-
ber 27, 2019 Spider-Man is officially back 
in the MCU as part of a new deal between 
Disney and Sony. Fans are extremely ex-
cited to see what the future is in store for 
the web slinger. 

Glendale High School might be known for many things but having new and comfortable seats 
isn’t one of them. We have had the same seats/desks for many years now and over the years they 
have gone bad. 

From vulgar graffiti carved in or written on them, to broken and uncomfortable seats, one thing 
is for sure: We need new, modern, comfortable desks. 

Some desks are very used and worn out. The book holder underneath is broken, seat bottoms are 
sometimes cracked or chipped, screws in the back rest can grab students’ long hair and pull it out 
when the student stands to get out. OUCH. In some classes, there are rooms of student desks with 
seats totally mismatched, with the back in all different colors, styles, and sizes. Some desks are per-
manently carved in with words that would make your parents’ blush. 

When looking into this issue, I found out some of our school desks and tables were just donations 
given to our school from other schools either inside or outside of the Glendale school district. This 
comes to show that Glendale High, with the exception of the 90s, when the 4000 building was built, 
has never really invested in having new and comfortable student desks on a large scale, just a few 
here and there.

One option for this issue is that our school could sell our old desks for a cheap price and use 
that money to invest and buy newer desks. These newer desks run for about $70 each, so the school 
would only have to pay the difference for each desk. By doing so they will be making students’ lives 
better because they spend up to six hours a day sitting on these hard and sometimes worn out seats. 
The more modern desk pictured above costs in the price range of $150 to $200. What an excellent 
investment.

After interviewing some of the student body on this issue I got some very informational feed-
back. Cristal Hernandez said, “The desks hurt my rear end and they are not very spacious,” Lucca 
Lopez said, “My legs don’t fit under my desk, so I sit sideways most of the time.” These are only 
some examples from the hardships students face when sitting in the current school desks. To stop this 
issue from going any further, we need to work together and I promise that everyone will be happy 
with the outcome with new and improved seating for students. WE CAN DO THIS NITROS!

Staff Column

By Greg Bedjanian

Spider-Man’s 
Fate in the MCU
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IT Chapter 2
By Cristal Hernandez                                                    

The sequel of the new version “IT” based on the orig-
inal book and movie from Stephen King was released on 
Sept. 6. The movie was interesting. It had the scary appeal, 
but also had the humorous appeal to it. The storyline had 
some differences from the second half of the original “IT” 
movie, since the original has both stories in one movie. 

The lead actors and actress were Jessica Chastain, Bill 
Hader, James McAvoy, Bill Skarsgård, Jay Ryan, Isaiah 
Mustafa, James Ransone, and Andy Bean. The movies hu-
morous moments were incorporated with the horror mo-
ments but the humor overpowered the horror. The actor 
Bill Hader has many moments where he turns horror mo-
ments into humorous ones. Bill Skarsgard plays the iconic 
Pennywise in which he’s stated he hasn’t been the same 
since playing the iconic horrifying clown. The movie has 
made an estimate of $193 million in the international box 
office as of Sept. 29.

Johnny Oleksinski wrote in the New York Post, “It: 
Chapter 2 is a very fine follow up to the most success-
ful horror film ever.” Many others claimed the movie to 
have more humorous moments than scary ones. Although, 
the movie had its moments that can make a person get a 
horrific feel. One difference of the new movie compared 
to the original book is The Ritual Of Chüd. In the movie, 
the character Mike discovers the ritual from a local Native 
American tribe. In the book, the character Bill is the one 
who discovers the ritual while trying to figure out what 
kind of demon Pennywise is so they can finally beat him.

Good Boys
By Natalie Rosales                                                    

Good Boys was honestly the funniest comedy that I 
have seen in a while. I was laughing from beginning to 
end. 

Starring Jacob Tremblay, Keith L. Williams, and 
Brady Noon, and directed by Gene Stupnitsky, this movie 
takes you on a fun adventure, talking about the feelings 
and hardships of tweens. 

Tween is a reference used for an upcoming teenager, 
which usually ranges from the ages of 11 to 14 years old. 
The movie was not based on a true story, but comes close 
to the feelings of a young child adult. It was named the 
most anticipated summer movie and earned $98.7 million 
at the box office. A prestigious movie rating company Rot-
ten Tomatoes gave it an 80 percent out of 100 with critics 
praised the film for good acting. The movie was rated R, so 
it was not necessarily a movie for kids, but it still received 
an outstanding number of viewers. 

The movie is based on three 6th grade boys ditching 
school who embark on an epic journey while carrying ac-
cidentally stolen drugs. They are being hunted by teenage 
girls and are trying to make their way home in time for a 
long-awaited party.  They are constantly running into more 
trouble, which can make this movie an adventure besides 
a comedy. The movie took home five outstanding awards 
and keeps getting great reviews every day. I recommend 
this movie to everyone that can watch it and likes to laugh, 
relax, watch the movie for what it is, and fall out of your 
chair because you’re laughing too much.

Kanye West
By Edwin Abramian                                                 

Kanye West needs no introduction. 
Fashion mogul, world wide phenomenon, one of 

the highest selling artists of all time, I really can go on 
and on. So it is embarrassing and shocking how unpro-
fessional he has been with his attitude in public, but 
more importantly how he never sticks to his word about 
album release dates. 

If you are a Kanye fan, chances are that this is noth-
ing new. Back in 2015, he announced an album titled 
“Turbo Graphx 16”, slated for a summer 2016 release. 
But as usual, nothing came of it. NO updates, NOTH-
ING from his management or camp, OR from the man 
himself! 

What has happened with the album, we only know 
in the form of unfinished tracks that have ended up 
leaking online years later.  

Furthermore, his Grammy nominated album “The 
Life of Pablo” underwent a plethora of conceptual, ar-
tistic, and musical changes before finally being released 
in February 2016. 

It seems as though it is a pattern for Kanye to pre-
maturely announce and schedule release dates for al-
bums when he fully knows they are not ready for public 
consumption. 

The Life of Pablo originally came out February of 
2016, however he made many changes to the album and 
took down the original a few months later, and opted in 
for the updated version featuring brand new tracks and 
mixes. Perhaps Kanye should take his time, rather than 
giving fans false hope constantly. However, in 2018, 
Mr. West released two albums, all staying true to their 
original release dates respectively. 

Could this be a turn around for Yeezy? Will he fi-
nally stop with the false advertising? 

Of course not! 
A few months after dropping his second album of 

2018 with Cleveland rapper Kid Cudi entitled “Kids 
See Ghosts”, Kanye shocked the world when he an-
nounced  “Yandhi”, getting a release date of Sept. 29 of 
2018. The date rolls by.... and nothing. 

Kanye had an SNL appearance that same day 
where many assumed he would release it. But nothing 
once again. About a month of silence, and Kim Kar-
dashian took to social media to explain that the project 
has been delayed to Black Friday weekend of that year. 
Date went by..no album. 

What was to be of the original album however end-
ed up releasing online in the form of leaks, giving eager 
fans a taste of what would have been. 

On Aug. 27 of this year, after almost a year of wait-
ing for an official release of Yandhi, Kanye announced a 
new album called “Jesus is King”, an album which was 
supposed to be dropping on Sept. 27. 

That Friday came around with nothing once more! 
The next day, a publicist for Kanye stated that it would 
actually come out the next day on Saturday, with noth-
ing. Then Ms. “I dictate when Kanye albums come out 
apparently” Kardashian stated once again on social 
media that it would ACTUALLY come out on Sunday. 
And, what do you know, no album. 

The good news is, however, that Kanye held an 
open show for people on that Friday where he played 
the whole album. So the music definitely exists. 

We just don’t know when it will have its commer-
cial release, where eager, desperate, and angry Yeezy 
fans will feast their eyes on an album they have been 
promised for over a year. Let’s just hope he sticks to 
his word. 

When it does drop, you can read about it here for 
sure.
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College Fair- ‘Knowledge is Good’
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Senior Sunrise



Club Rush
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In-N-Out Burger Day



Drummers from ‘Down Under’ 
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Members of the Nerang High School Drumline and Guard from Australia and the GHS band performed for each other and then posed for a picture.

Nerang State High School is located on the Gold Coast of Queensland, Australia. 
Their visit to Southern California included visits to Disneyland, UCLA, CV and GHS.
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Tristen Bonilla

Chadi Saklaway

Aaron Castaneda Gohar Yenokyan

Girls Varsity

Celeste Orozco

Boys Varsity

Cross Country
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Quarterback Juan Estrada hands the ball off to Dennis Perez.

Juan Estrada

Jalen Marcelino pulls down a San Gabriel runner.

Jalen Marcelino

Marc Soriano

Head Coach Cary Harris leads the Dynamiters.

David Ruiz

Football



Nicole Ser-Manukyan

Gabby Aghajanian

Nikki Harrigan Arpi Stepanyan
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Girls’ Golf
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Momo Guzman

Celine Khachiki

Anna Sarookhanian Nicole Avakian

Eleen Garemanian

Janet Louie

Coach Tom Gossard

Girls’ Tennis



The varsity team gets ready for the start of the game at Crescenta Valley.

Head Coach Janssen Elento Sydney Garrison

Erica Kroll Kylee Lousararian
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Girls’ Volleyball

Jennifer Ser-Manukyan



Goalie Ronald George

Head Coach Narek Vardanian (left) and Assistant Coach Steve Bagumyan meet with the team.Arthur Lazaryan

Gevork Karapetyan
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Boys’ Water Polo

Arno Tatos


